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~ FLORIDA HISTORY

C 1845 Florida became 25tate
C 1861 Florida Seceded from Unienoined CSA

First Capitol Building In Tallahassee 1824

The State Capltol, 1824
Pte courtany oF Pords 40ate Brohisd phstogiamh oF 4 mpbics balt n 12N




1838 First Florida Constitutio
1968 Current Constitution ratifie

Defines:
Structure of government

Duties g
Responsibilities é)
Powers

Basic laws of the state
Guarantees rights and freedoms
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POWERS

Legislature- Bicameral

Senate Fouwear termg2) House Two year terms (4)

Executive: Four Year Terms (2)
Governor

Attorney General
Chief Financial Officer
Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs
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FLORDA CABINET
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POWERS

JUDICIARY APPOINTED | BY GOVERNOR
CHIEF JUSTICE | JORGE LABARGA




AChief executive dflorida and serves as chairman

of the Florida cabinet.

AHas the power to execute Florida's laws and to call
out the state militia to preserve the public peace.

ARequired to deliver an address to théorida
Leqislaturereferred to as the "State of the State
Address," regarding the condition and operation of
the state government and to suggest new

legislation. r’
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https://ballotpedia.org/Florida
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Legislature
https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Legislature

ATTORNEY GENERAL RESPONSIB

AServes as the Chief Legal Officer

AProtects Florida consumers from various types of
FN}dzZR YR SyF2NDSa UKS |

ADefends the state in civil litigation cases and
represents the people of Florida when criminals
appeal their convictions in state and federal courts.

AThe Attorney General defends the constitutionality
of statutes duly enacted by the Legislature
|
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AND CONSUMER SERVICES RESPONSIBI

AEstablishes rules for the state's animal,
aguaculture, forestry and produce industries.

ARegulates various consumer services, including
motor vehicle repair shops, charitable
organizations, dance studios, pawnshops,
telemarketers and several others.
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CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER RESPONSIBILI

ACombination of the former offices of
AComptroller
ATreasurer
Alnsurance Commissionand
A Fire Marshal

AOversees the state's finances, collecting revenue,
paying state bills, auditing state agencies

AAdministrative oversight over the offices whic
handle banking and insurance regulation. |
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Comptroller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasurer/Insurance_Commissioner/Fire_Marshal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasurer/Insurance_Commissioner/Fire_Marshal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasurer/Insurance_Commissioner/Fire_Marshal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasurer/Insurance_Commissioner/Fire_Marshal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treasurer/Insurance_Commissioner/Fire_Marshal

FLORIDA SUPREME COURT JUS

exeyerees

FLORIDA SUPREME COURT JUSTICES

(FRONT ROW, FROM LEFT) JUSTICE BARBARA J. PARIENTE,
CHIEF JUSTICE JORGE LABARGA, JUSTICE R. FRED LEWIS

(BACK ROW, FROM LEFT) JUSTICE RICKY POLSTON, JUSTICE PEGGY
JUSTICE CHARLES T. CANADY AND JUSTICE JAMES E.C. PERR



~  THE CONSTITUTION

CURRENT VERSION 1968
39,000 WORDS, 12 ARTICLES

1. Declaration of Rights Finance/Taxation 7. Finance /Taxation
2. General Provisions Government 8. Local

3. Legislature 9. Education

4. Executive Miscellaneous 10. Miscellaneous

5. Judiciary Amendments 11. Amendments r’
6. Suffrage and Elections 12. Schedule /’ I .
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AMENDING THE CONSTITUT

Five ways to amend

1.

a bk wN

Florida Legislature ~ Joint Resolution

Citizenodés Initiative ~ Signed by 8%
Constitutional Revision Commissierkevery 20 yeardMeeting this year, 2017
Taxation and Budget Commission

Constitutional Convention

Each Amendment must have 60% of votes cast to pass at next General Election

Amendments are changes to text of Constitution, not added at end like U.S. Constitutic

102 Amendments since 1968
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FLORIDA LEGISLATURE

Session Starts First Tuesday in March (usually)

Officers elected every two years
(14 days after General Election)

Session not to exceed 60 daysr
[
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HOW NEW LAWS ARE CREZ
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' How An ldea Becomes A Law

BILL REFERRED BILL MAY BE BILL IS AGENDAED AND NOTICED BY
r REFERRED/BY SUBCOMMITTEE
BILL DRAFTING FIRST BY SPEAKER
CONCERNED CITIZEN REPRESENTATIVE SERVICE BILL READING” oG ith COMMITTEE for subcommittee hearings
Legislator or group e decides to introduce ]  >= " - INUMBERED {3 (L gn] JOTOIMIMINEES, | o CHAIR »|  Subcommitiee reports action to Full
B . writes bill or by publication Council, or ; P9
suggests legislation bill : AND FILED 2 to Subcommittee Commitiee:
reviews for style in Journal Calendar of the i ConSidEr Bill At o i :
ouse Bill:
House meeting of Full 1. favorably
Committee 2. favorably, with amendments
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 3. unfavorably (killed)
- Senate Bill:
1. favorably
2. favorably with amendment(s)
3. unfavorably (killed)
or
/
| BILL 1S AGENDAED AND NOTICED BY
i FULL COMMITTEE OR COUNCIL
for committee or council hearings
CH%I\:[F?SR CALENDAR House Bill Bill reported:
T by M READING’ CHAMBER The Rules & Calendar 1 favorébl
ransmit by Message to bill dobatedt roll e “SECOND READING” | council places biton | i favoram; wiffvcommifisaior
{ SENATESECRETARY, W debated, roll 14— o ecial Order Calendar bill read Special Order Calendar| ™ ’ ; :
for Senate process call vote on " council substitute
: second time, may be amended for Chamber 3. unfavorably (killed
RETURNED TO HOUSE passage, if considaTatB ~untavoranly illed)
without amendments passed se:a::v?rl;bly
with amendments 2. favorably with amendment(s)
+ 3. unfavorably (killed)
o TO ENROLI;MENT TO GOVERNOR
HOUSE concurs tes:eol) '
HOUSE refuses to concur A
¥ || signs act TO SECRETARY BECOMES EFFECTIVE
TIOUSE = OF STATE on 60th day after
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE and A adjournment sine die
HOUSE SENATE > SENATE or
members members dopt || becomes law on specified date
(majority of each must agree to report) adop. without signature or
confe rence upon Governor’s signature
reportin its
enurety, pass two-thirds vote in
bill — vetoes L each house
overrides veto
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Jo2 Bobby Powell

/ Jeff Clemons

Senators
Joe Negron
Kevin Rader

District 25
District 29
District 30

District 31




PALM BEACH COUNTY LEGISLA

Representatives
Joseph Abruzzo District 81
Mary Lynn Magar District 82

Rick Roth District 85
Matt Willhite District 86
- David Silvers District 87
Al Jacquet District 88
Bill Hager District 89
Lori Berman District 90

Emily Slosberg  District 91
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMI\/IISSIO

Leglslatlve and poligsetting body
Must live in the District
Elected by voters in distri¢t Staggered terms
Term Limit: 2 four year terms

Hal Valeche District 1
Paulette Burdick, Mayor District 2
Dave Kerner District 3
Steven Abrams District 4
Mary Lou Berger District 5

Melissa McKinlay, Vice Mayor District 6
Mack Bernard District 7




YOUR COUNTY GOVERNI\/IE

Back Row: Mack Bernard Steven Abrams  Hal Valeche Daveﬁ ’

Z

Front Row:  Melissa McKinlay  Paulette Burdick Mary Lou Berge



